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CHURCH HISTORY'S SEVEN AXIOMS 
A Sermon Series from Revelation Chapters Two and Three 

Seven Letters. Seven Axioms. Seven Promises. Seven Voices. 

INTRODUCTION 

There is a library of letters housed in the second and third chapters of the 
book of Revelation — seven letters, addressed to seven real, historical 
congregations in the Roman province of Asia Minor. These are not the 
musings of a theologian writing from a comfortable desk. They are the 

direct words of the risen, glorified Lord Jesus Christ, delivered through His 
servant John — a man who was, at that very moment, an exile on the rocky 
island of Patmos, suffering for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus 

Christ. 

But we would make a great mistake if we treated these letters as mere 
historical curiosities — dusty dispatches to communities that have long 

since crumbled to dust. The church has always recognised that these seven 
letters carry a prophetic weight that extends far beyond the first century. 

Just as our Lord in Matthew chapter thirteen used seven parables to sketch 
the entire course of this present age, so here in Revelation He uses seven 
letters to chart the spiritual biography of the visible church — from the 

apostolic age to the very end of time. 

And this is why these letters matter to you — today. You are not a bystander 
reading someone else's mail. In these words, you will find a mirror. You will 

find a warning. You will find a promise. And you will find a voice — the 
voice of men and women across the centuries who refused to let the fire go 

out. 

This morning we are going to trace what I am calling the Seven Axioms of 
Church History — seven foundational, non-negotiable New Testament 

truths that the Lord Jesus tested each of these churches against. We will see 
in each church a Promise for overcomers, and we will hear from the 
Remnant — the faithful voices who held the line in every dark age. 
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"Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which shall be hereafter; the mystery of the seven stars which thou 

sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks 

which thou sawest are the seven churches."  — Revelation 1:19–20 

Notice the imagery. The Lord holds the churches in His right hand — the 
hand of sovereign authority. And they are candlesticks — not candles 

themselves, but holders of light. The light is His. The responsibility is ours. 
Let us now take each letter in turn. 

— ✦ — 

AXIOM ONE 

The Church at Ephesus:  

First Love  
These seven letters in Revelation chapters two and three are not dusty 

history. They're the risen Christ speaking directly to his churches, and what 
he says to them, he says to us. The first axiom is this: the church is a meant 
to be a regenerate community bound together by love for Christ and for one 

another. 

The New Testament explains how and why the Lord Jesus Christ 
established something radical and beautiful: the local church - the assembly 

of believers  — a community built not upon race, not upon class, not upon 
political allegiance, but upon new birth.  

Spiritual regeneration creates spiritual relationships — relationships of 
love, unity, and mutual care that the world simply cannot manufacture. 

This is the first axiom: the church is meant to be a community or fellowship 
of the regenerate, bound together by love for Christ and for one another. 

Listen to his word to Ephesus. "I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy 
patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil. Nevertheless, I 

have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love." 
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Here's the tragedy: Ephesus was doctrinally sound. They tested false 
teachers, they hated false doctrine, they labored faithfully. By every 

measure, they looked like a model church. But the Lord says, you've left 
your first love. Not lost it by accident—you've abandoned it. Their 

orthodoxy had become professionally correct but personally cold. Their 
doctrine was right. Their hearts had grown distant. 

This is the warning for us: you can be theologically precise and spiritually 
dead. Correct doctrine without devotion is just a skeleton. It has no life, no 

warmth, no love. 

To those who overcome, the Lord promises the tree of life in the paradise of 
God. Not a metaphor—a real place, our home. The overcomer is simply the 

believer who, by grace, holds fast and returns to that first love of Jesus 
himself. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

AXIOM TWO 

The Church at Smyrna:  

Soul Liberty and the Crown of Life 

The second axiom emerges from the letter to Smyrna. The believer's soul is free. No 
emperor, no magistrate, no council, no religious system has authority over the final lord 

of the conscience. 

Listen to Christ's word: "I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, but thou art 
rich. And I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews and are not, but are 
the synagogue of Satan. Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer. Behold, the 
devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried, and ye have tribulation 

ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." 

Notice the Lord's paradox: Smyrna is poor by the world's measure, yet rich in heaven's 
eyes. This is the upside-down economy of God's kingdom. From the late first century 
through the early fourth, wave after wave of imperial fury crashed upon the church. 

Nero, Domitian, Trajan, Decius, Diocletian—the names blur, but the pattern is 
relentless. And yet the Lord said to them: the second death, the lake of fire itself, shall 
have no power over you. When the Roman executioner raised his sword, he could only 

touch the body. The soul was beyond his reach. 
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Listen to Polycarp of Smyrna—this very city—when the proconsul demanded he curse 
Christ. Polycarp replied: "Eighty and six years have I served him, and he hath done me 
no wrong. How then can I blaspheme my King who saved me?" He was burned at the 

stake. We hear too from Irenaeus holding the line against Gnosticism's poisonous 
whisper that the material world was evil, that the body didn't matter. And we remember 
the tens of thousands unnamed—men and women who faced the beast in the arena, the 
rack, the fire, and did not flinch. They were not passive sufferers. They were articulate 

witnesses who refused to be silenced. 

What does this say to us who live in comfort? The hour may come when comfort ends. 
This axiom reminds us: your conscience belongs to Christ alone, not to culture, not to 

government, not to social pressure. Be thou faithful unto death. 

To him that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. The promise stands. 

———————————— 
AXIOM THREE 

The Church at Pergamos:  

Independence and  

Resistance to Compromise  

The third axiom is this: the New Testament church is this : the church was 
established by Christ Jesus provide believers with encouragement in 
standing strong and being faithful. Local churches were meant to be 
independent — self-governing under the headship of Christ and the 

authority of His Word alone. No Caesar, no pope, no council of bishops has 
the right to dictate to a genuine assembly of believers. 

Listen to Christ's word to Pergamos: "I know thy works, and where thou 
dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and 

hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my 
faithful martyr, who was slain among you. But I have a few things against 

thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam." 

Pergamos was literally Satan's throne room — the centre of Roman imperial 
worship. It took extraordinary courage to name Christ there. And many did. 

They held fast to His name. They produced faithful martyrs, like Antipas, 
whom Christ Himself calls "my faithful martyr." 
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And yet among them there were those who held the doctrine of Balaam — a 
doctrine that led Israel into idolatry and immorality. The error at Pergamos 
was the error of accommodation: the willingness to let the standards of the 

surrounding culture seep into the congregation's life. 

The period represented by Pergamos is the era of Constantine and the great 
Ecumenical Councils.  The fourth century was a major turning point when 

the Roman Empire claimed to embrace Christianity, and Christianity, 
fatally, embraced the Roman Empire. Suddenly the church which had been 
despised was fashionable. The cross became an imperial banner. Bishops 

became civil officials. Church membership became politically 
advantageous. 

The great Councils — Nicaea, Constantinople, Chalcedon — while 
producing some relatively important theological statements, also 

introduced the machinery of ecclesiastical empire. Paganism did not 
disappear. It dressed itself in Christian vocabulary. The gods became saints. 

The festivals were renamed. The simple, independent congregation was 
swallowed by a vast institutional structure. 

Ambrose and Augustine — brilliant men, genuinely committed to much 
that was true — nonetheless bequeathed a theological framework that 

would do incalculable damage. The very nature of God would be redefined 
and God would become the deterministic power behind a religious form of 

fatalism. Augustine’s synthesis of Neoplatonism with Christian theology 
laid the foundations for Medieval mysticism. His view of the church as 

being synonymous with the ‘Kingdom of God’ provided theological cover 
for the harsh coercive power of the institutional church. 

Yet even in that darkness, we hear the voice of Athanasius — contra 
mundum — "against the world." At Nicaea in 325 and throughout the 

decades that followed, Athanasius defended the full deity of Christ against 
the imperial and ecclesiastical tide of Arianism. Exiled five times by five 
different emperors, he never yielded. The church that exists today in any 
meaningful doctrinal fidelity owes an enormous debt to this one man's 

refusal to compromise. 

1 John 4:4 and 5:4-5 

To him that overcometh, the Lord promises hidden manna — private, 
personal, spiritual sustenance that the world cannot see and cannot provide 
— and a white stone with a new name written upon it, known only between 
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the Lord and that believer. In the ancient world, a white stone indicated 
acquittal, acceptance, favour. The overcomer does not need the approval of 
Rome or Constantinople or any earthly court. He has a white stone from the 

hand of Jesus Christ, the Lord. 
_______________________ 

AXIOM FOUR 

The Regenerate Assembly and the Authority of Scripture 

The Church at Thyatira  |  Revelation 2:18–29 

The fourth axiom: the church is composed of the regenerate and governed 
by Scripture alone — not by tradition, hierarchy, or ecclesiastical opinion. 
Scripture is sufficient. Scripture is final. Even the most learned bishop has 
no authority to contradict the Word of God. 

Listen to Christ's word to Thyatira: "I have a few things against thee, 
because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a 
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and 
to eat things sacrificed unto idols." 

Jezebel, her name is a thunderclap!  In the Old Testament, she introduced 
Baal worship into Israel and silenced God's prophets. In Thyatira, a false 
teaching had infiltrated the congregation, teaching seduction and dressed 
as a claim of ‘deeper mysteries,’ - known as Gnosticism. In addition, the 
whole scene of Thyatira was complicated by increasingly complicated 
ecclesiastical formulations that replaced Biblical simplicity. 

The period represented by Thyatira also included the Medieval papacy — 
over many centuries and denying the Scriptures and locking-out the light of 
the truth through the Latin language.  Ordinary believers were forbidden to 
interpret the Bible for themselves. The Catholic sacramental system, having 
fully replaced simple grace, left men and women in the darkness of 
sacerdotalism and hierarchicalism, the mechanism by which the church 
positioned itself to avoid biblical truth. 

Great theological centres shifted from Antioch to Alexandria to 
Constantinople to Rome. Each shift brought new accommodations, new 
dilutions of the simple Gospel. Aristotle was rediscovered in the medieval 
period. Saint Thomas Aquinas — 1225 to 1274 — undertook the colossal 
project of synthesizing Aristotelian philosophy with Christian theology, 
producing his great system known as Thomism a most dangerous infusion 
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of paganism and human philosophy. Now, Aristotle and elements of 
Platonism converged to create a new humanistic philosophy to be placed 
alongside Scripture as an equal or superior authority.  

Yet the faithful were never entirely silenced. Peter of Bruis called believers 
back to Scripture's authority along the Rhône Valley. And the sixty 
thousand Albigensians of Béziers — massacred in a single day in 1209 by 
crusading armies — died because they would not surrender Scripture's 
authority to Rome's hierarchy. 

Even in the darkest medieval centuries, separatist movements persisted: 
the Waldensians under Peter Waldo — 1140 to 1218 — rejecting purgatory 
and papal authority; the Lollards following Wycliffe — 1330 to 1384 — 
continuing independent Bible study and opposing hierarchy. These groups 
practiced simple worship, refused state church alliances, and directly 
influenced later Anabaptist convictions on regenerate membership. 

To the overcomer: power over the nations in the Millennial Kingdom is 
assured along with “the morning star” — which is Christ Himself in the 
believer’s eternal future. (Revelation 2:26–28) The overcomer in the very 
presence of  Christ,  what greater promise could ever be given us? 

We should be asking: Is Scripture alone — not tradition, not convention, 
not accumulated preference — the final authority in your life and your 
congregation? 

————————————————————————————————— 

AXIOM FIVE  

 The Church at Sardis:  

New Birth and Personal Holiness 

The fifth axiom of New Testament Christianity is the great insistence on 
new birth — personal, individual regeneration — and its necessary 
companion, personal holiness, flowing not from sacramental participation 
but from the sufficient work of the Holy Spirit through the sufficient Word 
of God. Sacramentalism says: receive the rite, and grace is imparted. 
Scripture says: believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, be born again of the Spirit, 
and walk in newness of life. 

Listen to Christ's word to Sardis: "I know thy works, that thou hast a name 
that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things 
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which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works 
perfect before God." 

A name that thou livest, and art dead. Perhaps no more devastating words 
have ever been spoken to a congregation. Here is the Church of the 
Reformation — and I say this with all respect due to those great men — 
which recovered the doctrine of justification by faith and broke Rome's 
stranglehold on salvation. Yet in many of its expressions, it stopped short of 
a genuinely regenerate membership. 

Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and those who worked with them were men of God. 
The great truths they recovered — sola fide, sola gratia, sola scriptura — 
were recoveries of what the New Testament had always taught. But the 
Reformation was incomplete. Many reformed churches retained infant 
baptism, retaining in principle the concept of a territorial, inclusive church 
rather than a gathered, regenerate assembly. The result: a Protestant state 
church — alive in name, frequently dead in practice. 

Yet Sardis had "a few names even in Sardis, which have not defiled their 
garments." Even in a dead church, God keeps His remnant. But a remnant 
is not a congregation. And a congregation that is mostly dead, whatever its 
theological reputation, does not honour the Lord who purchased it with His 
own blood. 

The call is to wake up. To strengthen what remains. To genuine personal 
repentance and genuine personal holiness — not the performance of 
holiness for appearance's sake, but the fruit of a life genuinely transformed 
by the new birth. 

To the overcomer: "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment... and I will confess his name before my Father, and before his 
angels." (Revelation 3:5) White raiment — the righteousness of Christ. 

What more could a soul desire than to hear the Lord say, "Father, I know 
this one"? The overcomer's security rests not in his own record, but in the 

intercession of his Saviour. 

Have we personally accepted Christ as our Savior and allowed Him to give 
us new birth based on simple faith? Real personal holiness — not 
performance, but the fruit of the transformed life? Is Scripture sufficient for 
us, or do we supplement it with accumulated traditions? 

————————————————————————————— 
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AXIOM SIX 

 The Church at Philadelphia:  

The Open Door 

The sixth axiom of New Testament Christianity is this: the responsibility to share 
the Gospel with every soul on earth is not optional, not merely institutional, and 
not the exclusive preserve of professional clergy. Every believer is a witness. The c
hurch that truly believes the Gospel will press through every open door to proclai
m it — locally, nationally, globally. 

Listen to Christ's word to Philadelphia: "I know thy works: behold, I have set bef
ore thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, an
d hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name." 

Philadelphia, along with Smyrna, receives an unmixed commendation. No rebuke
 — only promise. And what draws forth this extraordinary affirmation is not great
 strength. The Lord explicitly says "thou hast a little strength" — but faithfulness. 
They have kept His Word. They have not denied His name. And He has set before
 them an open door that no man can shut. 

The open door is the door of Gospel opportunity.  

These churches, generally small … 
and insignificant in the world's eyes, had little strength but they 

were entrusted with a door that cannot be closed, 
not by any human power. 

In the Philadelphia era we hear the voices of the pioneer missionaries — men and 
women who, amid the halflife of established Protestantism, took the Gospel to th
e ends of the earth. William Carey to India in 1793, whom history calls the father 
of modern missions. Adoniram Judson to Burma. David Livingstone to Africa's in
terior. Hudson Taylor to inland China. Most of them instruments of small congre
gations, often despised by the ecclesiastical establishment, almost always financia
lly poor. Yet the open door. These were not perfect men, but they were genuinely 
bornagain men, personally holy, personally committed to the sufficiency of Script
ure, personally convinced the Great Commission was not a suggestion but a com
mand. 

And yet the God who holds "the key of David" — the key of divine authority — is t
he God who opens doors of Gospel opportunity and shuts them in His own time a
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nd by His own wisdom. Our responsibility is simply to walk through the doors He
 opens. 

To the overcomer: "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God... and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of 
my God, which is New Jerusalem... and I will write upon him my new name." (Re
velation 3:12) 

A pillar — permanent, foundational, immovable. Written with three names: the n
ame of God, the name of New Jerusalem, and the new name of Christ.  

The overcomer is known, named, and placed. 

Every believer is a missionary. Every congregation is a missionary society. The Go
spel is not the property of an institution — it is the message of a Person, entrusted
 to His people, to be proclaimed to every creature. 

How are we walking through the open doors before us? The Lord has not called u
s to be comfortable. He has called us to be witnesses. 

——————————————————————————————- 

AXIOM SEVEN

The Church at Laodicea: Literal and Contextual Interpretation

The seventh and final axiom is the axiom of interpretation. Scripture is to be read and understood
 literally and contextually — in its plain, normal, grammatical sense, within its historical context,
 without the imposition of allegorical or philosophical systems upon it. This is the axiom that the 
entire liberal theological project of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries set out to destroy. And 
this is the axiom that the faithful remnant — the Biblical Literalists, the Fundamentalists, and the
 Dispensationalists — set out to defend.

Listen to Christ's word to Laodicea: "I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I woul
d thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue 
thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need o
f nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked
."

The Laodicean church is the most terrifying portrait of a church in the entire New Testament, 
not because it is the most sinful, but because it is the most selfsatisfied. Here is a congregation th
at has mistaken material prosperity for spiritual health. They say: we are rich, successful, influent
ial, comfortable, growing. And the Lord, who sees past every facade, says: you are wretched, mis
erable, poor, blind, naked. I am about to vomit you out of my mouth.
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The period represented by Laodicea is our own age — the age of theological liberalism, the socia
l gospel, ecumenical compromise, the prosperity gospel, the “seekersensitive” movement, releva
nce Christianity. Entire denominations that once preached Scripture's inerrancy now openly deny
 it. Seminaries founded to defend the faith now use their expertise to deconstruct it. Bishops orda
in what Scripture condemns and call it grace.

And all of it comes back to the question of interpretation. How do you read this Book? If you rea
d it as the inspired, inerrant, sufficient Word of God, to be understood in its plain, normal sense, t
hen its conclusions are inescapable. If you read it as a collection of ancient human writings expre
ssing the evolving religious consciousness of a Near Eastern people, then you can make it say wh
atever you wish.

The battle over Biblical interpretation is not an academic dispute. It is a battle for the soul of the 
church. Every heresy in church history has been sustained by a faulty method of interpretation. E
very departure from apostolic Christianity has involved, at some point, a decision to read Scriptu
re through the lens of something other than Scripture itself.

Laodicea represents the end of the road for a church that has decided Scripture is insufficient — t
hat it needs supplementing, reinterpreting, updating, or replacing. 

The end of that road is a church from which Christ has stepped outside, standing at the door and 
knocking, waiting to be let back in.

In this final era — our own — we hear the voices of the Biblical Literalists, the Fundamentalists, 
and the Dispensationalists who, in the face of overwhelming theological compromise, planted the
ir feet on the Word of God and refused to move. Men like J.C. Ryle, C.H. Spurgeon — who foug
ht the DownGrade Controversy in his own Baptist Union — and the great American Fundamenta
lists of the early twentieth century who published The Fundamentals and called the church back t
o its foundations. They were not perfect men. They were not always right about everything. But t
hey were right about the thing that mattered most: the Word of God is true, inspired, inerrant, and
 sufficient, and no generation has the authority to set it aside in the name of intellectual respectab
ility or cultural relevance.

And we — you and I, sitting here today — we 
are the heirs of that witness. The question is: will we maintain it? Or will we drift, little by little, 

toward the warm and comfortable waters of Laodicea?

To the overcomer: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I als
o overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne." (Revelation 3:21)

Coregency with Christ upon His throne. The climax and apex of all seven promises. 

Every promise has been building to this: to sit with the King of kings upon His throne, to reign w
ith Him in the Kingdom that cannot be shaken, to share in His victory for ever and ever. 

This is the destination toward which the whole of church history has been moving 
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— the arrival of the Millennial 
Kingdom and the enthronement of the ‘overcomers’ alongside the One who loved them and gave

 Himself for them.

———————————————————

CONCLUSION: 

The Ear That Hears

Seven letters. Seven axioms. Seven promises. 

Seven voices crying across the centuries.

And attached to every single letter is this command: "He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."

Seven times. The Lord asks for the same thing: an ear that hears. Not a mind t
hat debates. Not a congregation that admires. An ear that hears — and a will t

hat responds.

(1.)The Spirit says: return to your first love and tend the warm flame of 
genuine personal devotion to Jesus Christ.

(2.)The Spirit says: your soul is free, and no earthly power can take the 
crown of life that grace provides.

(3.)The Spirit says: hold fast your independence from all hierarchical interference, 
and refuse the seductions of cultural compromise.

(4.)The Spirit says: Scripture alone is your authority. 
No tradition, however venerable, may override it.

(5.)The Spirit says: be genuinely born again, walk in genuine personal holiness, an
d trust the sufficiency of this Word.

(6.)The Spirit says: walk through the open door. The Gospel is the greatest messag
e in the world, and you have been entrusted with it.

(7.)The Spirit says: read this Book as it is written — literally, contextually, in faith. It is 
the Word of the living God, and it will stand when heaven and earth have passed away.
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In the Anabaptist era, Conrad Grebel, Felix Manz, and Michael Sattler insisted the 
church must be composed of genuine believers, baptised as believers, governed by 
Scripture alone, and separated from both Rome and the Protestant state church. Fel
ix Manz was drowned in 1527. Michael Sattler was tortured and burned. Thousand
s were scattered across Europe, hunted by both Catholic and Protestant government
s. And yet the open door. The Gospel they preached spread throughout the continen
t and across the Atlantic. Their conviction: every believer is a missionary, every co

ngregation is a missionary society.

In this final era — our own — we hear the Biblical Literalists, the Fundamentalists,
 and the Dispensationalists who planted their feet on the Word of God and refused t
o move. Men like J.C. Ryle, C.H. Spurgeon, and the American Fundamentalists wh
o published “The Fundamentals” and called the church back to its foundations. The
y were right about what mattered most: the Word of God is true, inspired, inerrant, 

and sufficient.

And we — you and I, sitting here today — we 
are the heirs of that witness. Will we maintain it? Or will we drift toward the warm 

and comfortable waters of Laodicea?
To every overcomer — who holds fast to Christ, who endures to the end, who keeps 

His word and does not deny His name — the Lord Jesus says: Come. Sit along 
with me in my throne of victory!

That is where this is all going. The letters do not end in Laodicea. They end at the t
hrone, occupied by the Lamb who was slain, who is alive forevermore, who holds t
he seven stars in His right hand, who walks among the candlesticks, who knows yo

ur works, your tribulation, your poverty — and calls you rich.

"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches." 

(Revelation 3:22)

May God give us ears to hear and hearts to obey. Amen.

drMSBsr
< mydebriefing.org >

————————————————————————-
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	AXIOM TWO
	The Church at Smyrna:
	Soul Liberty and the Crown of Life
	The second axiom emerges from the letter to Smyrna. The believer's soul is free. No emperor, no magistrate, no council, no religious system has authority over the final lord of the conscience.
	Listen to Christ's word: "I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, but thou art rich. And I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer. Behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried, and ye have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life."
	Notice the Lord's paradox: Smyrna is poor by the world's measure, yet rich in heaven's eyes. This is the upside-down economy of God's kingdom. From the late first century through the early fourth, wave after wave of imperial fury crashed upon the church. Nero, Domitian, Trajan, Decius, Diocletian—the names blur, but the pattern is relentless. And yet the Lord said to them: the second death, the lake of fire itself, shall have no power over you. When the Roman executioner raised his sword, he could only touch the body. The soul was beyond his reach.
	Listen to Polycarp of Smyrna—this very city—when the proconsul demanded he curse Christ. Polycarp replied: "Eighty and six years have I served him, and he hath done me no wrong. How then can I blaspheme my King who saved me?" He was burned at the stake. We hear too from Irenaeus holding the line against Gnosticism's poisonous whisper that the material world was evil, that the body didn't matter. And we remember the tens of thousands unnamed—men and women who faced the beast in the arena, the rack, the fire, and did not flinch. They were not passive sufferers. They were articulate witnesses who refused to be silenced.
	What does this say to us who live in comfort? The hour may come when comfort ends. This axiom reminds us: your conscience belongs to Christ alone, not to culture, not to government, not to social pressure. Be thou faithful unto death.
	To him that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. The promise stands.
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